Childhood mortality from accidents in Israel, 1980-84.
There were on average 1.5 million children aged 0-17 in Israel during the period 1980-84, with an average accidental mortality rate of 10.9/100,000. Although 77% of the children were Jewish and 23% non-Jewish, 45% of the accidental deaths occurred in the non-Jewish population. The accidental mortality rate among non-Jewish children was 20.9/100,000, which was 2.6-fold greater than that among Jewish children (7.9/100,000). Among both population groups, the male death rates were considerably higher than the female rates (10.5 vs. 5.1 among Jewish males and females, respectively, and 25.1 vs. 16.5 among non-Jewish children). The non-Jewish death rates were highest among infants less than 1 year of age, with females outnumbering males. Inspection of the male to female rate ratios showed a greater disparity between the sexes in both population groups as age increased. The proportion of motor vehicle accident (MVA) deaths was 52.7% among Jews and 40.4% among non-Jews. Drowning was the second ranking cause of accidental death (approximately 15%) in Israeli children, followed by falls (approximately 8%). The age distribution of MVA mortality was strikingly different in the two Israeli population groups. Among the Jews the rates peaked in the 15-17 age group in both sexes; however, among the non-Jews the rates peaked in the 1-4 age-group, with most of these deaths probably representing pedestrian deaths. On the average, the MVA serious injury rates were about ten times greater than the MVA mortality rates. Variations of mortality from accidents in different age, sex and population groups clearly indicate that preventive intervention programs must be targeted specifically to each age-sex-population group.